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a switchyard connected to the project
via a 69 kilovolt (kV) interconnected
transmission line.

2. The Bulls Bridge Development
consists of the following existing
facilities: (1) a 203-foot-long, 24-foot-
high stone and concrete gravity dam
with a dam crest of 354 feet NGVD; (2)
a two mile long power canal; (3) a 156-
foot-long, 17-foot-high rockfill gravity
weir dam; (4) a 2.25 mile-long reservoir
with an 1,800 acre-feet storage capacity,
a surface area, which, at a normal
elevation of 354 feet NGVD, occupies
approximately 120 acres; (5) a
powerhouse with a capacity of 7.2 MW,
producing approximately 41,000 MWh
annually; and (6) a 69kV line connecting
the development to the Rocky River
development.

3. The Rocky River Pumped Storage
Development consists of the following
existing facilities: (1) a 952-foot-long
earth-filled core wall dam, a 2,500-foot-
long earthen canal dike that forms the
north bank of the power canal to the
intake structure, six dikes, a dam crest
elevation averaging 440.1 feet NGVD,
and an intake canal of 3,190 feet in
length; (2) a seven mile-long,
Candlewood Lake reservoir with a 5,610
acre impoundment at 428.1 feet NGVD;
(3) a powerhouse with a rated 31,000
kilowatts (kW) capacity averaging
14,238, 100 kilowatthours (kWh) per
year; and (4) a development connection
to the applicant’s transmission system
via the Rocky River-Carmel Hill 1813
line, the Rocky River-Bull Bridge 1555
line and the Rocky River-West
Brookfield 1618 line.

4. The Shepaug Development consists
of the following existing facilities: (1) a
1,412-foot, bedrock-anchored, concrete
gravity dam having a crest elevation of
205.3 feet NGVD; (2) an impoundment,
at maximum operational elevation level
of 198.3 feet NGVD, occupying 1870
acres; (3) a powerhouse with a rated
capacity of 37,200 kWh, with a 1997
production of 118,880 MWh; and (4) a
development connection to the
applicant’s transmission system via the
Shepaug-Bates 1622 line and the
Shepaug-Stony Hill-West Brookfield
1887 line.

5. The Stevenson Development
consists of the following existing
facilities: (1) a 1,250-foot, bedrock-
anchored, concrete gravity dam with a
crest elevation of 98.3 feet NGVD, 696
feet of spillway and an integral
powerhouse; (2) an impoundment
occupying a surface area of 1,063 acres
at 101.3 feet NGVD, which contains a
storage volume of 2,650 acre-feet; (3) a
powerhouse with a rated capacity of
30,500 kWh, with 1997 production of
92,448 Mwh; and (4) a development

connection to the applicant’s
transmission system via several 115 kV
transmission lines.

m. Locations of the application: A
copy of the application is available for
inspection and reproduction at the
Commission’s Public Reference Room,
located at 888 First Street, NE, Room
2A, Washington, D.C. 20426, or by
calling (202) 208–1371. The application
may be viewed on the web at
www.ferc.fed.us. Call (202) 208–2222
for assistance. A copy is also available
for inspection and reproduction at the
address in item h above.

n. With this notice, we are initiating
consultation with the State Historic
Preservation Officer as required by
§§ 106, National Historic Preservation
Act, and the regulations of the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation, 36
CFR, Part 800.
Linwood A. Watson, Jr.,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 99–24625 Filed 9–21–99; 8:45 am]
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September 14, 1999.
Take notice that the following

hydroelectric application has been filed
with the Commission and is available
for public inspection:

a. Type of Application: Minor
License.

b. Project No.: 11541–001.
c. Date filed: February 26, 1999.
d. Applicant: Atlanta Power

Company, Inc.
e. Name of Project: Atlanta Power

Station Hydroelectric Project.
f. Location: On the Middle Fork of the

Boise River in the remote town of
Atlanta, in Elmore County, in southern
Idaho. The project occupies about 3.3
acres of land within the Boise National
Forest, administered by the U.S. Forest
Service.

g. Filed Pursuant to: Federal Power
Act 16 U.S.C. § 791(a)–825(r).

h. Applicant Contact: Michael C.
Creamer, ESQ., Givens Pursley &
Huntley, 277 N. 6th Street, suite 200,
P.O. Box 2720, Boise, ID 83701, (208)
342–6571.

i. FERC Contact: Any questions on
this notice can be addressed to Gaylord
W. Hoisington, E-mail address
gaylord.hoisington@ferc.fed.us, or
telephone (202) 219–2831.

j. Deadline for filing comments,
recommendations, terms and
conditions, and prescriptions: 60 days
from the date of this notice.

All documents (original and eight
copies) should be filed with: David P.
Boergers, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First
Street, NE, Washington, DC 20426.

The Commission’s Rules of Practice
and Procedures require all intervenors
filing documents with the Commission
to serve a copy of that document on
each person whose name appears on the
official service list for the project.
Further, if an intervenor files comments
or documents with the Commission
relating to the merits of an issue that
may affect the responsibilities of a
particular resource agency, they must
also serve a copy of that document on
that resource agency.

k. Status of Environmental Analysis:
This application has been accepted for
filing and is ready for environmental
analysis at this time.

l. Description of the Project: The
proposed project would consist of the
existing Atlanta Power Station facilities
located at the Forest Service’s Kirby
Dam, consisting of: (1) a penstock intake
structure; (2) a powerhouse, containing
a single generating unit with a capacity
of 187 kilowatts; and (3) other
appurtenances.

m. Locations of the Application: A
copy of the application is available for
inspection and reproduction at the
Commission’s Public Reference Room,
located at 888 First Street, NE, Room
2A, Washington, DC 20426, or by calling
(202) 208–1371. The application may be
viewed on the web at www.ferc.fed.us.
Call (202) 208–2222 for assistance. A
copy is also available for inspection and
reproduction at the address in item h
above.

Development Application—Any
qualified applicant desiring to file a
competing application must submit to
the Commission, on or before the
specified deadline date for the
particular application, a competing
development application, or a notice of
intent to file such an application.
Submission of a timely notice of intent
allows an interested person to file the
competing development application no
later than 120 days after the specified
deadline date for the particular
application. Applications for
preliminary permits will not be
accepted in response to this notice.

Notice of intent—A notice of intent
must specify the exact name, business
address, and telephone number of the
prospective applicant, and must include
an unequivocal statement of intent to
submit, if such an application may be
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1 Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Regulation of
Short-term Natural Gas Transportation Services, 63
Fed. Reg. 42982, 84 FERC ¶ 61,087 (1998).

2 Notice of Inquiry, Regulation of Interstate
Natural Gas Transportation Services, 63 Fed. Reg.
42974, 84 FERC ¶ 61,087 (July 29, 1998).

3 This policy statement does not apply to
construction authorized under 18 CFR Part 157,
Subparts E and F.

filed, either a preliminary permit
application or a development
application (specify which type of
application). A notice of intent must be
served on the applicant(s) named in this
public notice.

Comments, Protests, or Motions to
Intervene—Anyone may submit
comments, a protest, or a motion to
intervene in accordance with the
requirements of Rules of Practice and
Procedure, 18 CFR 385.210, .211, .214.
In determining the appropriate action to
take, the Commission will consider all
protests or other comments filed, but
only those who file a motion to
intervene in accordance with the
Commission’s Rules may become a
party to the proceeding. Any comments,
protests, or motions to intervene must
be received on or before the specified
comment date for the particular
application.

Filing and Service of Responsive
Documents—The application is ready
for environmental analysis at this time,
and the Commission is requesting
comments, reply comments,
recommendations, terms and
conditions, and prescriptions.

The Commission directs, pursuant to
Section 4.34(b) of the Regulations (see
Order No. 533 issued May 8, 1991, 56
FR 23108, May 20, 1991) that all
comments, recommendations, terms and
conditions and prescriptions concerning
the application be filed with the
Commission within 60 days from the
issuance date of this notice. All reply
comments must be filed with the
Commission within 105 days from the
date of this notice.
Linwood A. Watson, Jr.,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 99–24630 Filed 9–21–99; 8:45 am]
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Before Commissioners: James J. Hoecker,

Chairman; Vicky A. Bailey, William L.
Massey, Linda Breathitt, and Curt Hébert, Jr.

In the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(NOPR) in Docket No. RM98–10–000 1

and the Notice of Inquiry (NOI) in

Docket No. RM98–12–000,2 the
Commission has been exploring issues
related to the current policies on
certification and pricing of new
construction projects in view of the
changes that have taken place in the
natural gas industry in recent years.

In addition, on June 7, 1999, the
Commission held a public conference in
Docket No. PL99–2–000 on the issue of
anticipated natural gas demand in the
northeastern United States over the next
two decades, the timing and the type of
growth, and the effect projected growth
will have on existing pipeline capacity.
All segments of the industry presented
their views at the conference and
subsequently filed comments on those
issues.

Information received in these
proceedings as well as recent experience
evaluating proposals for new pipeline
construction persuade us that it is time
for the Commission to revisit its policy
for certificating new construction not
covered by the optional or blanket
certificate authorizations.3 In particular
the Commission’s policy for
determining whether there is a need for
a specific project and whether, on
balance, the project will serve the public
interest. Many urge that there is a need
for the Commission to authorize new
pipeline capacity to meet the growing
demand for natural gas. At the same
time, others already worried about the
potential for capacity turnback, have
urged the Commission to be cautious
because of concerns about the potential
for creating a surplus of capacity that
could adversely affect existing pipelines
and their captive customers.

Accordingly, the Commission is
issuing this policy statement to provide
the industry with guidance as to how
the Commission will evaluate proposals
for certificating new construction. This
should provide more certainty about
how the Commission will evaluate new
construction projects that are proposed
to meet growth in the demand for
natural gas at the same time that some
existing pipelines are concerned about
the potential for capacity turnback. In
considering the impact of new
construction projects on existing
pipelines, the Commission’s goal is to
appropriately consider the enhancement
of competitive transportation
alternatives, the possibility of
overbuilding, the avoidance of
unnecessary disruption of the
environment, and the unneeded

exercise of eminent domain. Of course,
this policy statement is not a rule. In
stating the evaluation criteria, it is the
Commission’s intent to evaluate specific
proposals based on the facts and
circumstances relevant to the
application and to apply the criteria on
a case-by-case basis.

I. Comments Received on the NOPR
In the NOPR the Commission

explained that it wants to assure that its
policies strike the proper balance
between the enhancement of
competitive alternatives and the
possibility of over building. The
Commission asked for comments on
whether proposed projects that will
establish a new right-of-way in order to
compete for existing market share
should be subject to the same
considerations as projects that will cut
a new right-of-way in order to extend
gas service to a frontier market area.
Also, in reassessing project need, the
Commission said that it was considering
how best to balance demonstrated
market demand against potential
adverse environmental impacts and
private property rights in weighing
whether a project is required by the
public convenience and necessity.

The Commission asked commenters
to offer views on three options: One
option would be for the Commission to
authorize all applications that at a
minimum meet the regulatory
requirements, then let the market pick
winners and losers. Another would be
for Commission to select a single project
to serve a given market and exclude all
other competitors. Another possible
option would be for the Commission to
approve an environmentally acceptable
right-of-way and let potential builders
compete for a certificate.

In addition, the Commission asked
commenters to consider the following
questions: (1) Should the Commission
look behind the precedent agreement or
contracts presented as evidence of
market demand to assess independently
the market’s need for additional gas
service? (2) Should the Commission
apply a different standard to precedent
agreements or contracts with affiliates
than with non-affiliates? For example,
should a proposal supported by affiliate
agreements have to show a higher
percentage of contracted-for capacity
than a proposal supported by non-
affiliate agreements, or, should all
proposed projects be required to show a
minimum percent of non-affiliate
support? (3) Are precedent agreements
primarily with affiliates sufficient to
meet the statutory requirement that
construction must be required by the
public convenience and necessity, and,
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